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RECORDS CF TE CEFICE CP STRATEGIC $ iiViGES 


soe 
Woe Office of Coordinator of Information was established by a Presi- 
. dential orcer of duly ll, 1941, te ccllect, analyze, and correlate infor- 
mation bearing on national security and to make this information available 
to the resident and to such Government departments and officials as the © 
President might determine. It also carried out at the request of the 
President supplementary activities to facilitate the obtaining of importan. 
nformation. By a military order signed by the Presicent on June 13, 19u2, 
his orfice was designated as the Office of Strategic Services and was 
slaced under the jurisdiction of the United States Joint Untefs of Staff. 
ixecutive order “of the same date transferre certain foreign information 
ties of the Coordinator of Information, with related records, to the 
fe of War Information {see Record Group 208), and an Executive orcer of 
“March 9, 1943, defined these to include "all phases of the federal prograt 
of radic, press, publication, and related foreign propaganaa activities in- 
volving tne dissemination of information." The duties cf the Uffice of 
Strategic Services were to collect and analyze such strategic information 
as might be required by the Joint Chiefs of Staff and to plan and operate 
special services at their direction. The Uffice was terminated hy an pxecu~ 
tive order of September 20, 1945, effective October 1, 194%, and its records 
and some remaining functions were divided between the Department of State 
and the Department of War. 


{t 
Gi Description of records 


jin the National Archives: 5 
(Economic and military documents in a file known 4s "Order of Battle"; 
correspondence, memoranda, and other records of field offices; reports on 
political, economic, social, and military conditions in various countries; 
correspondence and other records of the Furope-Africa Division of the ne~ 
gtearch and Analysis Branch; topographic maps of Europe, with annotations, 
showing plans for commando and other operations; cojies of meps showing 
terrain, transportation, and economic conditions in the Far East ara the 
Soviet Union; property records of field instalictions: correspondence of the 
Washington and Mew York offices of tne Yicterlal Records Section, and a cara 


file of infomnation about persons whose photographs were obtained by the 


Office of Strategic Services for varsous reasons; ana mo Lien pintures en- 
titled “December 7th," "Japanese Geography," "Japanese negources," and 
"Japanese Behavior." 
“Trclugive dates: 1941-45. Quantity: 1,355 cubic feat, including 14 
cubic feet of motion-picture film. sAccessions: 2158,2159, 2289, 23425 
2397, 2405, 2577, 2843, 3236, 3380, anc 3388, Custody: war Records Branch, -« 
. Audio-Visual Records Pranch, and Cartographic Recoris Branch, These records ° 
} were received from the Department of State, the War Separtment, the Central 
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: Inteilicence Groun, and the Qentrai intellirense aAvenew. & 
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“Leseription of records not in the National Archives:. 


_. Other. records o 
the Chord z 


f the Office of Strategic Services anc its “predecessor, 
nw a 
State and the Army and 


nm, fave baon retained by the Depariments of 
entral Intelligence Agency. 
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_Related-records: . 


; “Records. of the Adjutant General's Office, RG.94, contain pepers res 
lating *to‘the Office of Strategic Services. Records of the Central Intelli-_ 
gence Agency, RG 263, include extracts and transcripts of intercepted foreign 


“’proadéasts ,°1947-48. Records of the United States Strategic Bomting Survey, 


RG 243, include memoranda, reports, and interviews with captured military 
onnel. “Within the World War II Collection.of Seized Enemy Records, RG 
are records relating to Adolph Hitler and other xis leaders, German 
etary “and propaganda films, records of Italian Government agencies, 
‘acorda:of the Japanese War Ministry and the Japanese Naval Ministry. 
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CORDS OF THE GFFICK OF STRaGKU1C ShAV. co 


-“ tne use of accessioned records in this recore group is 


restrictions stated in "General Restrictions on the Use 


| aS n the Naticnal Archives" tc the extent that any cf tuese recerus arr ¢ 
te character described therein as restricted. 


“ pestricticns shat are ‘specifically applicable tc tilts Pecurs oPtup 
are as tollews: ie 
| "I. Reee: "Order of a. file, 2G9h2-45; reference FLT a tt 


disey ape Series," 1Ghe é -53 recorcs of Vhe fur, Spee AL YES WAVES, 
Kesearca and Analysis #ranch, 1941-5; and receres of tne oteck~ 
las ‘Sweden, and New Delhi, India fiela cfruces, 
vesurictions: Unless express permission 1s cutuinées 
“nent of otate, these recores shal. be ke;t 
he withheld from examination and consuitatic 
vite individuals, or any cther persons, 
imos:3 ty: Tne Secretary of State. 
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Oe NI. Records: Property records of the headquarters cffice ana or fleic 
reo “installations, 1942-5. 


‘ = Feastrietiona: Use of these records 16 pastricted tr apancies at 
, he vuverament and to persons authcrizeo to use nem by tie Uenn 
tral Intelligence Agency. — Ms 


imposed by: The Archivist of the United States. 
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